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Q: You have read and written a good deal about Dr. von Braun. Do you have any fa

pointed stories or anecdotes about him?

Wi Well. I intended to look back on
of paper here. I don’t know 1f any I

r not. One thing I thought about 1s the story where we were doing the Re

indicates how he reacted to the public. The Redstone Missile was a mini
engine is there and there was heat back into the tail section of the rocket

and other things. So you normally put a heat shield of some sort there and

we used on the Redstone was made up of ceramic material with a gold coating on 1t to afford
1 1

reflectivity. It was ;l}‘mlu OvVer 1he Ce1 1IC. was spraved on, and they 1re« 0, 1 KCd §

and it was gold. except a very thin amount. So the news people got hold of it, vou know. They
said, well, I'understand you are out here gold plating your tail. Why did you gold plate the tail,

Dr. von Braun? And he said. “Solid gold was too expensive.’
e —

It just killed the whole thing and that ended the questions. He didn’t bother to explain the

physics of the radiation and reflectivity and so forth. He just said, solid gold 1s too expensive

\nother little thing, I just jotted down some things as they came to mind, in no order but you
undoubtedly saw the scale model of the Saturn V and the Saturn I and IB and the Redstone by
his desk. He had them made all to the same scale. This was deliberately done and the scale to
he distance from the table to the ceiling. So, he had this little

tl

square cut out of the ceiling and just the ceiling filled up around that so that the Apollo capsule

tho ¢ \ tall ¢
the Saturn V was taller than

v 3 g, vy
vas above the€ normal ceuing

50, he would Taugh. It was a big joke with him. He said he put

that way because he didn’t want people to see all thatl expensive Apollo capsule hardware and
compare 1t to that old Houston hardware. The Marshall stuff was the good stuff. So that stayed

—

there a long long time

Von Braun had tremendous breadth of intellect which to me was most impressive, more so than

the depth of any one area. But when he had an 1dea or was close to something, he was pretty

single tracked. You couldn’t dissuade him from it. If he had a goal, he couldn’t change it. 1 had

come here early on to oversee the metallurgy and particularly the corrosive aspect of the

Rockets offer a real challenge corrosion wise because, first of all. vou launch them in

environment and the lightweight materials corrode easily he propellants t

o iy " } " - ] v 2 } .
are highly corrosive substances so it was a challenge to me and that I€ rea
il . &

on that project. So, I was trying to get some equipment. We didn’t have any equipment there to
speak of and I was trying to get two things in particular. One was a cabinet that was not ver
expensive in those times. Today, it would be a few hundred dollars. Also, I wanted t

some corrosion racks down at the Cape where we launched. Tl

ICre 1S a standard way of testing

for corrosion, accelerated corrosion. You put a rack, according to the specifications, within a
100 feet of the tide, high tide, mark and about 800 feet also back. There is a tremendou
difference between the 100 and the 800. I had been trying to get some equipment to work with

and I had not made any progress at all. So, Dr. von Braun went down to the Cape and spent

(ot d.)
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about a week down there. The bumper on his car rusted and he had a tooth powder can and
|

bottom of that rusted so he came back right awav and called me and said “Hey, vou’ve got 10 d«

something about corrosion. We were out there in the desert and nothing ever corroded out there

“This is a new environment down there and you’ve got to look 1nto this.”
down there and this happened and this happened, you better get busy :
“Yes Sir, I will do that.” So, I took that to the bank. I got back and hu:
accomplished more than I had been able to do. That is the way he was about a lot

You had to get his attention.

Another little anecdote that I just happened to think of this morning, this was after I became

director of program development and was trying to plan our future. We had a session with

omeone at headquarters. I guess it was the administrator. But, he had been out on the west
coast and I was in Huntsville. I had been gathering up the presentation and putting all the
material together. So, the plan was that he would fly over night into Baltimore and get there say,
maybe, two or three o’clock in the morning and he would get a motel and go to bed. I was to ly

our plane up to Baltimore, rent a car and then wake him up in time to hax bite to eat and we '%?
Washington then it is 40-50

would go. I did all that and we started driving into You know, it 1s

miles there and I was going to brief him on the way. Well, he wanted to drive. If you’re flying )

an airplane, he wants to fly and if you’re driving a car, he wants to drive. He didn’t want

somebody to drive, he wanted to drive. So he was driving and I was kind of looking at my
material and briefing him on the way. Here he was breezing along down the street. I was not
conscious of how fast we were going but he said, look at all those cars stopped up there. We
came over a hill and saw a whole line of them. He said what is wrong. | wonder why all those
cars are stopped. Well, we got on down there a little bit and they pulled him over into that line
[he trouble was, he had been speeding and he had gotten caught in a trap. So I was just as glad

at this point that he was driving

He was very docile. What can you say. They wanted his driver’s license and he gave them his
_driver’s license and they gave him his ticket. I have forgotten. He might have made a few
remarks but I can’t remember

Q: What year was that?

WL: IT was about ‘69 or ‘70. Ibecame director of program development on Jan 1, 1969. He

left here about ""}\'70

Q: Di1d he have a heavy foot’

WI1.: He did pretty much. But. he was listening to what I said and was just eoine. He liked to

1
1

. > =2\ - g
fly too, particularly in bad weather. Eberhard Reesfy said in Germany he got to fly some and h

would go with him He said he didn’tTike to go with him because if there was a cloud in the sky.

1 'S |

he would head right Tor that because it was more of a challenge in flying

I'his reminds me of a little thing. He was checked out. He had instrument rating and a
commercial pilofs rating and, he would fly most all the time unless he had some work he had to

t do. The pilot got to sit in the back seat and he got to sit in the left seat up front. Particularly on
— §
(v}
A

Condd.)
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J ) there

take ol and landing if 1t was a long oht and a boring thight, ther L ~\\’\",\*n: L S1L Uup

then. But in bad weather. coming from Washington to Hunisville, vou know which 1s about two
——

nours
first hand. but [ heard it from Karl Heimberg who was sitting in the jump seat. You Kknow, there

is a left seat and a right seat and there is a little jump seat right behind where the flight en

———
nen

he would fly the whole route. One night, I was on the plane and I didn’t hear this

would sit but often times one of us would sit there just to watch. Well, Karl
there and von Braun, it was a clear night, and he was pointing out this sta

oivine them a good lecture. It was getting about time to land an

to make his turn and land at the airport. Karl was sitting ther
d well, he better pay attention to what he was doing

yraun said to Karl “shut up now. I’ve got 1o land.” Karl had not said a word. _I]g said he wa:s

remempb -time, thMs was 1n tl idle to late ‘60's. One Friday nig|

7~ - . 4
iUM’.\ " 10 N1S NOUK le would be 1n meetumngs a [ auring the aay

a call from von Brau
and Bonnie would fave a big pile oI stuff to put in his brief case and/he was reading through his

mail that night and came upon a lett

time. A fellow

WOrkKkea witl

Fracture mechanics 1

1
ucdal

under certain conditions of stress can grow a little bit and

Y a critical flaw size and then it doesn’t just gryw a little bit at the

time, it just explodes and flies apart
/"
I'he idea was that 1s whv vou do a lot of testing. Yo ) f welding and a I« X~-Tayins
find out the flaw. According to theon Bill Brown cai D he ciitical flaw s1ze w
1 4 { ! [ { 1 1 { 1 .
less than the minimal dgtectable limit of the flaw Oords. 11 the 1iaw 1s there that you
1 it and found out, you couldn’t re th hether it would
| oy | } ¢ ne 1) 4
Ajor CXampic ut 11 was onc unat
1 largg solid rocket motor. 1
W Nncnes 1n giamelen ' was a ven
['hat was the cause ol\it. So, the point that Bill
made to ¢ Silverstein in Waghington was that we were not testing theN\Saturn V to assure that
we didn’t have a critical flaw A 11 and the reason we were not esting 1t was \pat, you know. 1
N v 3 p | N 1 1 - -1 )
you have 30 lbs of pressure, fhat means that 30 1bs of pressure 1s working againgt the
\

!

atmospheric pressure on th¢/ outside. But if you go into high alutudes, where ‘-"lT Pressure
y greater. H

decreases, the text says thal the pressure on the inside 1s greater, the differential
was sure that it would blow dp, That really got von Braun’s attention. That wag called a critical
flaw in the art of fracture mcgh.lm\:, He was one of the strongesit proponenis/O1 1t at that ume

i
/

So, von Braun said, “Hey, look at fhis letter I’ve got here.” He called me Aver there at 8:30 at
night on a Friday night. He said yWhat about that? We’ve got to do som§thing about that”
vou know this ouv?” [ said \K I don’t know him”. Brown i t »w\’ invthine to us

it. He had written '.’l]‘»» erdein and Silverstein had written to von Braun and sai

this letter that savs that vour rocket v7:~ yine to blow un. That eot his attention™end

3
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. £ ot i a > ol | 11 At v 1 11 r1¢
vears O1 stuQay O fracture mecnanics. / \x-duil) WL !

as it turned out but 1t caused us a lot of anxiety and ¢ it turned out, there were

some parts of it that we never could test. We had to do 1t by agal lidn’t have that big a

marein. If vou are gping to fly it, it has to be light, particular)y if you are going 10 ily a rockel
that goes one time. o, normally, 1f you are building

Inard th
10all Uia

icn umes, otherwige, it would stand ten times the

airplane, we used to have a safety factor of about 1

10 the rove ke

the differential, sy would do permanent damage
['his was not very gmusing at the time but it was amusing ho\v it got von Braun’s attention at

8:30 on a Friday night.

Q: I understand he did take work home often and that Bonnie Holmes has said that Dr. von
Braun would take his satchel full, his mail and other things and that when he came 1in in the
morning, not necessarily at the break of dawn, he would dump it and say, “this belongs 10 you

now

Q: This also suggests that he had somewhat of an impulsive nature.
—

WL: Most of the time things would wait and he would give them to Bonnie to distribute but this
time. it didn’t wait. It wasn’t a serious threat. I eventually became very good friends with Bill
Brown and had a lot of regard for him. He was one of the people from the research center who
never had to make things work. He had to do the research and talk about what could be. Von

Braun wanted to become thoroughly briefed. When you had to tell him something, you had to be

well prepared. He might ignore it until it came into his focus but when it came 1nto his focus,

ust like the fracture mechanics thing. or anvthing else. he wanted to know all the details. He
— . - e ——————————————————————————— —
he

could ask a lot of questions that vou had not thought about. But, he wanted to have things,

——

wanted to understand things well enough, that he could discuss them with someone else and ]
ST 1 = 3 " 1 — B s
think some times, he practiced on his staif. He would go back into detail. ric w ould have a

bunch of people around the table and he would go around and go through the presentation

almost off the cuff. He didn’t have any presentation materials. He didn’t have any troubic

ty challenoe him e iked
< ) KC

putting his ideas forward and more or less challenging people him. |
Wo question about that. He had to be well briefed and understand in order to talk He was

always anxious to use the latest technology. We always kind of hated for him to go off on a trip
because he would go ol to these companies and they would always be showing him the gee
whiz kind of things and The 1atest stulT and they wanted to make the best impression on him so
they ily lify what they had a little b d \ ustified. Th '

hey would proudly am

e 1 ] 1 ll | - 1 1 4
come back and he ‘\\UHI‘U start these noles on tne way nome 1 hese noles would say.,
h

this and look into that, they are doing this and why aren’t we doing that. Often times

were. But it just had not gotten his attention. Sometimes it should have but we said. every {ime

he went off it increased the work load. We would have to either adopt or justify why we would

not adopt whatever he leamed from these other companies




Bill Lucks _

—

You mentioned he was not an early riser. That was for sure. I travel with him severa

after becoming cempany-director of program development because we were gettin

business and we were trying to sell 1d

got to be responsible for waking him up, That wasn’t easy and you had better wake him up more

—

than once. He would stay up all night but he didn’t like yet up early in the morning

Q: Any specific incidences that you remember?

1

W1 I never let him sleep through anything but he may have on occasion. Idon’t know. He

always. when we would go to Washington, you would always have a rental car and I never used

1 rental car 1n Washington. It was more trouble than it was worth because there was no place to [

1 Yy 1.1 1 <1

park in the first place and the taxis were so convenient there e would a car and the |
had a parking garage in the basement. But, I would go there and bang on his door the next

morning. You would have to get yourself up and plan plenty of ime to get him awak

Q: Which hotel?

WL: I don’t remember the name. 1 can picture where it was, somewhere near where the {irst
headquarters at NASA was. There was a bus station in conjunction with this place, but I don’t
know what the name of it was. I remember one experience we had, we flew out to, we had about

a four or five day trip to the west coast. We left here on Sunday morning. We were going out 1o

the Boeing company and then we were going down to visit Mt. Palomar and some private
companies in the Los Angeles areas. [ don’t remember all of those. But I remember, as usual

he was flving and we flew over Mt. Rushmore out there. So. he decided he would take us down
e . ———————————

on a tour, you know. He went right at the figures, sort of buzzed them. He wanted to show us
those figures ’ BT
m———

[hat same trip, we went down to Mt. Palomar. There is a marine base down near San Diego and
AL O Ivit. T alomaj

- — S, o

They were going to take us up there. There were about ten or eleven of us [hey had an old bus
1 & p - L 1 —\-—-\P“’- ‘__.""'

and we got about half way up the mountain and the bus quit. I mean, it just died right there

. g 1
I'hey were embarrassed you know. These Marines were embarrassed. They had von Braun and

e

1 s R . 1 gl e . — -
his load of people and they couldn’t get him up there. So, we got out. They were trying to call

back some way to the base and get some other transportation and we just got out and started

walking on up there and eventually, they got a pick up truck and I remember that distinctly. Here
~ .~—_'—“'-' " " ~ . . BB

we were, von Braun and the rest of us sitting in the back of a pick up truck, sitting on the edge of

the pick up truck. Von Braun’s hair was flying and I just thought, here 1s the most famous

rocketeer in world niding up the mountain 1n the back of a pick up truck

e

[ would love to have had a picture of that. But 1t didn’t phase him. He just kind of laughed it off

He was able to roll with the circumstances pretty well and I am sure that adverse circumstances

use them for his own advantage.
Q: That was on the same trip as the Mt. Rushmore?

: Yeo8.




WL: No. That remind

exact timing on this but the AIAA |

and 60's, At any rate, on the program w;
————— .

well Known figures .\.:mlzzm-,_h I 1g about 1 air force rockets and Pick
g ~A

"'H\Hl!’ about JPL and Ro« C" wa 1‘H t the early work he did on l"-Y"\‘I“.Yl\'f'.”‘

Braun asked me 1o present the story Y one on the Saturn program

now, 1 don’t think he was on the program ‘ T ot suie put he said to m

7
.——> virtue in this instance,
l

So, I went all out. I didn’t spare y 1esery: H} 1s there. I just went all out and I made a big

misiake as it turns out. I didn’t give qmug!‘. ¢redit to Gene 1..[ Medaris. He was still around and

[ thought I gave him enough. Then we [‘ll’)]l\h&u that thing and &k\lk wrote a long scorching

{

letter to von Braun about all these pco \lgjﬂp there and he had done as much as anv of them and

nore thai 1ad and most and n’t know what all and so von wun who had put me up there

i s i o e’ ey e R :
in the first place, | 1dn 1y 1gnore M AT1S ai didn’t 1gnore Medaris, 1 just didn’t give him

any credit that he didn’t deserve. And so vRn Braun called me in and said, how are WE going to

answer this? I said, 1t 1s not to me. I’m not gdung to answer it at all. But, we h;nifm_mnc up

with some kind of letter. I have forgotten wha¥ it was but I am sure 1t was suitable to Medari

1 / A A
tie was an unusual person and was certainl / Jiain person (Medaris)

nd von Braun used him. They used each othér. [ think Braun thought a lot
respected him and he certainly did von Bi "f» [ was not talking management, I was talking the
technical aspect of the thing and I don’t req cactly what I did but 1 think I gave due credit 1

Medaris’ contribution but it was not suitab l\\

\
)ne other interesting insight to von Braun. I have told this before. I don’t think I have printed

it. Somebody has I guess. But there were not t0oo many people involved, just about four o

— ——

T "y i 1} f 7 . 2 v th o . 114 NS XIS ¢
wdsS SOIIIC UINC 1N nc OU S anda we wCercC at a 1aunchn aown at tne capc V( uld g0 down for a

launch the day before usually and do whatever was necessarv and make preparations. Von

1

Braun had been on vacation with his family out in Mexico or somewhere so he flew in down

there and he met us and we had a dinner at Bernard’s Surf. 1 think there were four of us at the

e
table as I recall, there was von Braun. myself and Herman Widner and I guess the other one was

Eberhard. I’'m not sure. But at any rate. von Braun was asking about what was going on and how
S —————— -

things were and we told him while we were eating. Von Braun would give a discourse about

what was on his mind. He had just been out with his familv and his daughter one of them. had

her biology book along with her and he had read that book while he was on vacation. Then he
‘was telling us, I have been reading this book. He said, you know, the human body is a wonderful

mechanism. You know, it has redundancy just like we hawedn rockets, two eye, twi
————

we’ve 20l h\-p;l.\"i circuits vou know. if somethine doesn’t work there 1s another wav
S— -

nerve to get around there. He made quite an analogy of about the won

What a wonderful piece of equipment 1t was. Then he finallv concluded

can’t tell me !')!\ 1s a random hl"" \L””y.,hl thoucht that was a Bif OF INS1oRT 10 1 Braun

# e 5
character that you would not get 1n just everyday conversation. That he did have a true belief in

God, of a type. That is a story that I have always remembered
— e a

4
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WL.: One this . ) 1 { I st remember nart f n th

vy LIS LY O > 4 L i 1 (N \ \ \ | 1 11 .

; AUring tnc HKYy ) days, we were not readv to launch. A
—

ind t} rve there and we were having a management

Iin washington with the Administratoi ICW v ( i€ Irom the centern

ctor in the design laboratory d s1bility for a good bit of the

ce Belew was the manager and remember, we ] a break for lunch and v«

elected me

le because 1 was

vith von Braun

<l Ui

doing. So when some of the folks came back after lunch, thev asked how was the lunch with

von Braun and I said’ ‘well. when I went mnch. I didn’t know I was going to be lunch” You
e

could just about figure. von Braun had a purpose for whatever he did. And. vou had to be :

1 littie
-4

wary of that. I remember one time another incidence like that when in 1968, in the fall, at that

[

- ~ ] +1 nid AT ] ! . . -
me we could see€ the end o1 the ApolLio program and we had not reallv made much préparation.

We had been so committed and consumed with Apollo that we had not made much preparation

for what came alter that \nd, SO, we had a rctreat A management retreat. Out at Jekvll Island
- B —

in Georgia. 1 don’t know how many people were there but it was quite a la

the lab directors and the project direct were at this retreat down th

LOEX a1¢ A ar 'O 1 land on the moon pret

going to do next? Here 1t 18 I

we going 1o do next

ifternoon session of that and discussion and we broke for dinner and then came

hacl | | 1 1 .

back and went most of the night and home after that. Ed came to me and said
L4 !

wn wanted me to have dinner with him in his room and he said I am going to orde:

dinner for you, what do you want? Well, I already had the Skylab experience so I knew it was

not a ha=ha situation. So, I gave him an order and went to this little meeting. So von Braun said

you Know, we’ve got a plan, a group, and we have got to set aside some resources to plan ous

1

future and I want you to do that. I was really enjoyving my job. I didn’t want to change jobs, He
-—

said We’ve got to lay out a plan. I want yvou to be my vice president of sales. I said. vou know. ]
lon’t consider my strong point salesmanship. 1 enjoy what I do. I offered to get some other
o

people I thought could doa good job. He said, you know, vou are the person that I would like to

have succeed me. I am not going to be around forever and I am going to retire sometime. He
- e - —— o * - - = o
aid I want to retire befi [ains-get-s0-5¢ ' Z 7 g0 back and study some of

this stufl and understand what I have been talking about all these vears. He said. Eberhard is
\

[ SE—

———

older than I am and he would not want to be the one and I think vou are the person and I would

Ve 10 plan what comes next because we are eoimnge
ot

e — st — -
§1¢ for you 1o accept. Of course. vou would hq

O run out business here pretty soon, That 1s the reason I want vou to do that

} -

Well 1 was not thrilled. I didn’t have the desire to be the director of the center in the first place

and I didn’t want to leave the job I was in but I always had the position that if vou are going to

play on the team, you’ve got to do what the boss says and so I consented to do that _’)
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Q: At that time, you were in what role?

WL: I was the director of propulsion and the V.E. lab. At that time he did not reveal what his

ultimate plan was.

I think von Braun left sooner than he :i;‘.!in‘;]‘f.:l;.l leaving. But, I guess they almost }il;;‘i to ask ‘<€
1 3 i s LR TR TR f the success of von Braun V on éIS'

Eberhard. He had been so faithful and he had been a big part u
know. von Braun was out selling and he was out having ideas and visions and all that kind of
thing but Eberhard was back home making things happen. So that was appropriate

—'ﬂ
von Braun usually had a purpose for what he was dojng He didn’t have lunch with someone just
to have lunch. He usually had some goal. As I have said on other occasions, he had a deep

“sense of public relations. The significance of public relations to him exceeded that of many

cople. He had a good sense of tumii vhat to do. I think he how to 1 hatever was at
m) meet his goals. I don’t think his goals changed from the time he was a teenager probably,
or at least teens or early 20's,until he died. His aim was beyond the pull of gravity and he used
whatever was at hand to achieve his goal which was a pretty remarkable thing when vou think
“about it. 1 don’t know what his political persuasions were in Nazi Germany. Just knowing the
man since that tume, I would assume that he used that just like he used things n this country. His
goal was there and this was a way that he could get his rocketry financed, which is not a chcu?

thing.

&

much attention to tl search aspect of rocketry rather than producine. He used the opportunity

y come to this cous to do the same tl

11N e didn’t want to go to Russia. 1 think he
¢ ¢

visualized that this country was better able to support what he wanted to do and he did that. 1

“think whep he was working on the Redstone Rocket, were working ( ellite launcher
without calling it that. They tested the re-entry body and the reason we could launch &x m,lu I

1 |

in less than 90 days was that we had already developed the rocket to do 1 ou couldn’t do that

today 1n any stretch of the imagination

[ understand that he got pretty close to being in real trouble on occasion for having devoted too

Q: So, you are saying although that was a military weapon, the Redstone, it was designed to
deliver a warhead, and then later or from the start, it was perceived as a vehicle to test re-entry

WL: Well, it was not perceived to start with that way, but I am saying that he utilized whatever
came along to his advantage to do what he wanted to do. 1952 was when he published these
articles in Colliers about the space station. He gave Colliers just sketches of a huge rocket much
larger than Saturn V. But, you see, we developed the Redstone Rocket to launch the payloads.
nuclear warheads. Then we developed the, right at the end there, the intermediate range, the
Jupiter. Then, the Jupiter was a longer range rocket. We made it out of steel like we made th
Redstone. It would burn up. See the Redstone only went 150 miles or so but this went 1500
miles, it would go out of the atmosphere and come back down and the kind of nose cone we put
on the Jupiter would have burned out. It never would have gotten to the ground so we needed a
way to test that and we were using rocket motors to test the nose cones out there on the arsenal.
But the idea was conceived of using multi-stage rocket, a Redstone, to test the nose cone. You
had three stages, but before we had the explorer, we had just this one to test this nose cone. a

8
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scale model of the nose cone, we would fly it up and fly 1t back down to simulate the heating
environment you would get for an intermediate range missile. So that was done along about the
time that we were talking about the international geophysical year. We had proposed, von Braun
and his team had proposed to fly a satellite weighing about 15 Ibs. The n

with 40 Ibs. What we were going to use was this rocket that had been develo

in the back of von Braun’s mind, when we talked about testing nose cones, he was thinking the
ultimate goal was to get out of this atmosphere. So, that 1s why I said, I believe, I am nof

I

positive because I was not there, but from all reports. and my own observations in later vears, |

.
feel confident that he was using the German party to support his goal of going off the surface of \
the earth and going to the m«nn;;‘-wm just the same way, he used our army to do the same thing g
It was not until 1960 that we got completely out of the military. It was military up to that point
I don’t think vou can say he was a wardike individual because he developed the Redstone and

the Jupiter

Q: Have you seen or heard about this new

WL: You know in that connection, | nber another incident. He had a staff luncheon every
day when he was here and one time, we had some dignitar me in. He invited General Mark
Clark. We discussed different things and obviously von Braun was talkKing about rocketry and at
g P PP ‘

the end of lunch., Gen. Clark stood up and said ““Dr. von Braun, | enjoyed being with you today
and I appreciate what you are doing for my country sir.” And von Braun said, “Sir it is my

country too ['hat has always stuck in my mind. That was in the late 60's or early 70's. This
e—————

)

was out at iviarshall 1n von braun s « ICICI 100111 1 thiNK Nc naa 10 pe SInNcere DCCAUSC h‘-

would not have thought of that so quickly. He didn’t know what Gen. Clark was going to say
— R — MM‘ ——

You know, if you want to get criticized, just do something. You know if you do anvthing you are
going to get criticized. But if we had lost the war, it would have been a different matter. I did
what I was told when I was in the navy during WWII. And I didn’t say, well I don’t think this is a
gracious thing to do. I just did it. And, regardless of what vou think that von Braun might think
of his Gov ernment, it was still his home land.

You know, von Braun was always interested in what was o on in the Center. Even after he

left. During the final months that von Braun was sick. he had MSFC send him new report:

which we would send in bundles. He would read them in bed

When do vou think he became aware of his serious illness?

Y171 11711 o T X 1 1 1 11 g '3 92 15 K .
WL: Well, 1t was, | gucss, wnen he had some NCCaIng Which I don’t thin

years before he died. I have a picture of him at the Cape, probably he was

L.

something. It may have been about ‘75. This was the last picture take:

Q: Was that cancer of the colon?

WL: I believe so. You know he had this bleeding and it stopped but then
long after that then that he died. He was on an Alask: ip, either the fir:
time the bleeding started. I'm not sure.
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Peter. vou Know, was going to make and race onc. ( 3C, Y sraun was not there and

Maria who was just about as mechanical nobody, she was helpi um and the 1st messed i1t

up so bad they couldn’t even use it. So they had to go down tot he hobby shop and buy another

Ser1o work on. But after that, we were all somewhere together and she was talking about that

and I said. well. I can tell vou my voungest son was undefeated and he ran in the cubs and he ran

against the A -L';).'. ind someb Iy s8¢ 11 elps 1O have a 20U A,"XA" ratory h'\‘hi?‘]_k‘l \\‘U-

; O ——— -
=IO

We would polish ”\k“-&’ 1xies and put lubricate on them Ii!]\i I wouldn’t let them “ili\ \\ilh Ihl’\'(
Nt ] adtie ) f . . l !

! 1/ | i 1 . 5 th
Nt NCey rail. put anyway, 1 g4\ Nncr a ICwW poInicrs « IOW 1O PO11Si] U C ULNES dnd Ui

\

made another one. I didn’t see 1t but von Braun was there I think when the race was run. They
 ———

didn T win so on the way back, Eberhard was telling me this story, on the way back from th

competition. Peter was kind of down cast and von Braun said, Well, now Peter, vou know

practice of making these things. Somebody wins and somebod ' i

thine. but Peter is alleged to have said “But GID we los So von Braun was tellins

§ ; W .

about that and Eberhard told me and tl berhard told von Braun, the first thing

yOn NOt 1O say 1l J 2
yu know von Braun was right. The idea 1s not to win. The 1dea

the daddy and the son. It turned out, I think Mike ran three time:

and he won against the Weebelos and the next year he figured he

made another one and 1 said, Mike we were lucky last time and we mi win this time and

he said, oh yeah, we will and he did. Well ird time, I was { vas glad becai

he had lost, well, he was convinced he couldn’t lo

Q: Did von Braun ever talk about what a joy it was to be involved in building this observaton

on Monte Sano?

WL: I never heard him comment on 1

not doing well in Math at all and had nt away to school a 1s mother gave him, when
he was confirmed in the Luther: hurch, a small tel pe. So, he took thi th him to scho«
and he persuaded the principal of that school to get the school a bigger telescope. His was not
big enough and he persuaded them to get a five inch telescope and then he persuaded his fellow

students to help build a place t«

Q: Iam aware of his role in getting the UA research instit

rocket center after that

Wi Ihat Y('H”h}“ me ol how that r¢ search institute came. At the time. we had a urm}n;nv school

) 1 | ] ¢ ] 1 ) } | T aal 4 = » X7
before we had an undergraduate scho« We had a gradu . teering committee. We were

. » sy T 1 (Y Y " g 2 e . *q g £f
1n ‘}ig Aarmy back in the UsS | was a memoer of tha OmMmitce and as d matct 1 14CH | was

| 1
il

)airman of it for some time and then when we split « W h

ween NASA and Marshall and the
army, we had the joint steering committee. One year, the army person would be chairman and
the next year, the Marshall person was. I remember Jerry McCall and Shelton and I w
three main Marshall people and Jerry wanted to get things done quickly and we were

get them to move along and inform us of this graduate program and move it u

|0.
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remember one meeting we had, Jerry said, now Dr. von Braw
ought to tell them so and so and he said “No, that is not the right way ow. if vou fellc
get out on a limb and I am back here at the trunk and somebody starts
you back. You know if vou go too far. push too far, I can always say, well, you know the

I [ will take care of

oot a little overly ager ut vou knon

y it off, I can pull

awv

3S1VE bu

arts sawing

fellows, they are young and they

if all four of us are out there on the limb together and somebody sta

that. But, he said,

one. There 1s nobodh

to pull us back

me ris)

| ;‘!:” was T fu\ \d ob

making vour point. If yvou have the top man make 1 ;

vou out. But if the top man. he 1s abov« Bk WY AR
Wt .‘:/‘;?“ the y fello f 101 N1Nos ey ought not 1
itute and then the graduate program

arcin imsti

| - 4
save them. He was instrumenta
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